y1

(clothes)

PELEHOIERRIMET (P), (~) SEMORS: (V) 2KRE, F3MsS
B ‘K’ FREAXETENHERNBE. RPN ‘K F2 ‘9K, BRI KEME
BITRAR .

The shape of this character resembles an ancient Chinese-style shirt ( ?). The (~)
portion looks like the collar and two sleeves, and the (¥") part of the character represents
the part of the shirt which flaps over from left to right. Unfortunately, the £ nowadays has
lost most of its interesting resemblance to the Chinese-style shirt. As the pictogram
suggests, the character 4X originally meant “shirt”, but later generalizations extended its

meaning to include clothes of all kinds.

[33&] Radical 7X(clothes)

[EE3& 3] Characters under the radical
Zd(crack), B(descendants), FE(sorrow)

[15815] Words and phrases

1A yichu wardrobe

<A yifu clothing; clothes
1~ yiguan hat and clothes
<3 y1jia coat hanger
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4 | PICeoHaR
K yiliao material for clothing k LI ) 3
<% yiwl clothing and other

articles of daily use
FEic] yixidng suitcase
_E yizhué clothing, headgear and footwear
KEERE

y1 guan chu cht
be dressed like a gentleman
KESS
yi gudn gin shou ‘
a beast in human clothing
i.e., a well dressed man of beastly temper
KEET
y1 shi zhl xing
clothing, food, shelter and transportation
i.e., basic necessities of life
RAR0HE, ANWNH
yi bu rd xin, rén bu ra gu
New clothes are best, and so are old friends
KEE, RENRE
yi shi z{, rén hou zhi réng ru
Well fed, well bred.
KEREE, BEREE

y1 zhan bu zG x1, dan shi yuan wi wéi

If I could follow my wish it would not matter if my clothes get soaked.

BEB8FPLE, B3ELK

ci mu shdu zhdng xian, yéu zi shén shang yi

The sewing at the mother’s hands has become the coat on the

wandering son’s back.

[19] Example
hEAANIE: KEE, REHEE,

zhdng gué ydu ju gu hud: yi shi zd, rdn hou zhi réng ri

There is an old saying in Chinese: Well fed,

well bred.
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(rain)

XEHFROW, REXTHF (7)) BB PEXE ‘W FOBRBLARRE.
TEARRENEAZWNE, GRBENK LBNS—BRRX, KNZPBETHR ‘W T.

The original pictograph for () showed rain pouring down from clouds at a high altitude.
As inscribed on the oracle bones, the horizontal stroke indicates the clouds, and the six short
lines hanging down indicate the raindrops. Later, another horizontal stroke was added above,

most probably to indicate the “sky”.

[E88&5] Radical M (rain)

[@88&3"] Characters under the radical
E(snow), EB(rosy clouds), Z(zero)

[18i2] Words and phrases

SS=] yudién raindrop
SE= yuji rainy season
W& yuju rain gear
W& yuliang rainfall
[SSE0S yusdn umbrella
[SEs3 yuy1 raincoat

Each Character A Picture | R2  the Chinese Written Language



3
3

—
f—
-
-
-

M XE

yUu guo tian ging

the sun shines after the rain
WEEH
yU hou chin sin ,
bamboo shoots after a spring rain
AWz
da yu ging pén
The rain is pelting down.
BN
chin féng hua yu
the life-giving spring breeze and rain
i.e., the salutary influence of education

[#]5] Example
SNEITE TR, HEE T4,
wai mian zai xia yu, cht qu bié wang le dai sén
It’s raining outside. Don’t forget to take the umbrella when you
g0 out.
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